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“SymbolisminGreatExpectations”

Inlife,symbolismispresentallaroundus.Whetheritisintheclotheswe

wear,thethingswedo,orwhatwebuy,everythinghasameaning.

SymbolismisalsopresentinliteratureanditisshowninCharlesDickens

GreatExpectations.Thesymbolsofisolation,manipulation,thetragichero,

andwantingtobesomeoneelseareseenthroughoutthebookthroughthe

charactersofEstella,Magwitch,MissHavisham,andPip.Protagonist

Character: Theonecharacterwhoshowsthesymbolofhow people

alwayswanttobesomeoneelsebutthendecidetheyarebetteroffwith

whomtheyareisPip,thestory’sprotagonist.Asaboy,pipwishestobea

gentleman.Withunknownhelpfrom Magwitchtheconvict,Pip’sdreams

cometrue.Afterattaininghisfortuneandhisexpectations,Pipismiserable.

“AsIhadgrownaccustomedtomyexpectations,Ihadinsensiblybegunto

noticetheireffectuponmyselfandthosearoundme.”[305].Henoticedthe

negativeeffectsashewasindebtbecauseofhislavishspendingandhe

alsorealizedhowmuchheneglectedJoeandBiddy,histwobestfriendsas

akid.Intheend,PipchangesashebecomesaloyalfriendtoMagwitchin

histimeofneed,triestorepairhisrelationshipwithJoeandBiddy,and

goesfromalmosttotaldestructiontomoderatebusinesssuccess.Healso

showshowpeoplegainfromgiving.Theonlygoodfortunefromthemoney

hereceivedfromhisprivatebenefactor,Magwitch,wasgivingittoHerbert.

“AbodymakeshisownluckBaitgoodorbad”Magwitch

Character:

ThecharacterofMagwitchrepresentsthesymbolsofisolationandthe

tragichero.Inthiscase,hewasphysicallyisolatedfromsocietybecause

hewasaconvictandwaslookeduponwithdisgust.WhenMagwitch

confessesandapologizestoJoeforstealingthefood,Joereplies“poor



miserablefellowcreator.” Magwitchalsoillustratesthesymbolofthe

tragichero.Throughoutmostofthebook,Magwitchislookeddownupon

byPip.MagwitchtalksabouthisgratitudeforPipwhenhehelpedhimasa

convictmanyyearsago.Heshowswhyheisaherowhenheexplainsto

Pipthathewasthebenefactorandtheoneresponsibleformakinghima

gentlemanandhelpinghimachievehisgreatexpectations.“Yes,Pip,dear

boy,I’vemadeagentlemanonyou!It’smewootdoneit.”Afterhisdeath,

however,PipfeelsguiltandsadnesswhenhelearnswhatMagwitchspent

mostofhislifetryingdo.Asaresult,heshowsthewhyhewasthetragic

hero.

MissHavisham:

Onecharacterwhorepresentsthesymbolsofisolationandmanipulationis

MissHavisham.Formostofherlife,shehasrefusedtoletgoofherpast

asshecontinuestowearherweddingdressandkeepherweddingcake.

Herdecayingdressandcakearesymbolsofhowherliferottedaway.It

alsodepictedthestateoftheSati’sHouse,whereshewasisolatedfrom

therestofsociety.Thehouseisusedasametaphortoshowhowthey

decayedandcrumbledastimepassedon.MissHavishamalsoillustrates

thesymbolofmanipulation.Shehad raised Estellaasaheartless

stepdaughterwhosemainpurposewastoseekrevengeonmen.This

centralmotivationofrevengeresultedfromthefactthatshewasarejected

lover.HerplanisshownwhenshetellsEstellatogoplaywithPip.

Estella:

The characterofEstella represents the symbols ofisolation and

manipulation.Byactingasanadultwhenshewasstillyoung,she

separatedherselffrom Pipandothers.Thiswasdueinlargeparttothe

wayMissHavisham,herstepmother,raisedher.Shehadnoemotion,as

MissHavishamusedherforrevengeonme.

Money:

Money,forDickenshasadualmeaning.Moneyrepresentsthevaluethat

societyplacesonsomeone.Theauthoralsousesmoneytorepresent

powerorcontroloverpeople.MoneyalsohasagreatimpactonPip’s

childhood.



Piphasmanyexpectations,butIthinkthemainexpectationinDickens'

novel,andtheonetowhichthetitlerefers,isthatMissHavishamisgoing

todosomethingwonderfulforhim.Whenhelearnsabouthisgreat

expectationsfrom Mr.Jagger,PipnaturallyassumesthatitisMiss

Havisham whoishisbenefactor.Heguessesthatshewantstoturnhim

intoagentleman,thenhavehimmarryEstella,andfinallyleavehimallher

money,sothathecanenjoyalifeofeaseandluxurywithabeautifulwife.

In the process ofbecoming a "gentleman"he experiences some

disillusionments,butthereareincidentaltothemainexpectationthatheis

goingtobemarriedtoEstellaandinheritafortune.NeitherMissHavisham

norherlawyerMr.Jaggersayanythingtodiscouragehim.Jagger’shasto

keepsilentforprofessionalreasons.MissHavisham'smotivesareharder

tounderstand.SheknowswhatPipexpectsofheranddoesn'ttellhimthe

truth.ButheisinforaterribleshockwhenMagwitch,hisrealbenefactor,

showsuponacold,rainynight.Dickensmusthaveplannedthatscene

fromthetimehebeganwritingthenovel.Pip'swholelifeandperspective

arechangedbythefactthathissocialstatuswasdependentonone

personratherthanothers.

Conclusion:

Asshownfromtheexamplesabove,symbolismplaysanimportantpartin

CharlesDickensGreatExpectations.Manysymbolssuchasisolation,

manipulation,thetragichero,andwantingtobesomeoneelsearepresent

throughoutthenovelandarebroughttolifebythecharacters.Peoplein

today’ssocietymustrealizethatalotofwhatwedosymbolizessomething

aboutusandhelpsexplainwhoweareaspeople.



CharlesDickensasaNovelist

CharlesDickenswhowasbornin1812wasanEnglishnovelist,Writer

novelistandCritic.HewastherepresentativeofVictorianEra.Hecreated

someoftheWorldbestfictioncharacters.Hisworkgainedpopularity

duringhislifetime.Hisnovelsandshortstoriesarestillwidelyreadtoday.

Hisnotableworkareincluded;

 ThePickwickpaper.

 BleakHouse.

 ATaleoftwocities.

 GreatExpectations.

DickensliterarySuccessbeganwiththe1836serialpublicationof“The

PickwickPapers”.Withinfewyearshebecomesaninternationalliterary

celebrity,famousforhisfamoussatireandkeenobservationofcharacter

andsociety.

InhisworkDickenslargelyreflectedthepoliticaleconomicandsocial

aspectsofthesocietycomprisingthepoorparents,workers,Landlordsthe

richandthestate.CharlesDickensistherepresentativeofhisage.He

representsthetendencies,mannersviewsandvirtuesofhisage.Heis

consideredtobethegreatestcreativegeniusofEnglish.



Dickensisthepioneerofrealism.Hiskeenobservationsmadehimarealist

ofhimarealistofhighorder.AsarealisthecreatedhiseyesonLondon

andLawlife.HewasthefirstgenuinestorytellsabouttheLondonlife.

Itissaidthat;

“Thesecretofhappinessistofacethefactoftheworldishorrible,horrible,
horrible.”

Dickensdealswiththecharactersnotwiththecharacter.Itissaidthathis

Charactersarenotindividualbuttypes.Hischaracterdonotatall.They

only behave and show off their unlikeness. In short Dickens

characterizationinhisnotablecontributiontotheEnglishnovel.

Dickensistheoneofthegreatesthumorist.Humoristhesoulofhis

writings.Hishumorisbroad,Humane,creativeandface.Hisnovelare

rememberednotfortheplotbutforthecharacters.

Conclusion:

DickensisthemostoriginalnovelistofEngland.HeistheoneofMasterof

prose.Heisrepresentativeofhisageandfamousforhishumor,Satire,

realism,characterizationandkeenobservation.



“Pip’scharacterinGreatExpectation”

Pip,istheprotagonistandnarratorinCharlesDickensnovelGreat

Expectation(1861).HeisamongstthemostpopularcharactersEnglish

Literature.Pipnarrateshisstorymanyyearsaftertheeventsofthenovel

takeplace.ThenovelfollowsPip'sprocesschildhoodtoadulthood.The

financialandsocialriseoftheprotagonistisaccompaniedbyanemotional

andmoraldeterioration,whichforcesPipto recognizehisnegative

expectationsinanewself-awareness.

Piphasnorecollectionofeitherofhisparents;heismorethantwenty

yearsyoungerthanhissister.Fivebrothersdiedininfancybetweenthem:

Alexander,Bartholomew,Abraham,TobiasandRoger.Theopeningscene

ofthenovelshowsPipinagraveyardpayinghisrespectstothegravesof

hisparentsandbrothers.Hesaysheissmallforhisagewhenhe

encounterstheconvictsatageseven,butwhenheisapprenticedtoJoe,

heistallerandbecomesverystrongtomastertheworkofablacksmith.

HeisknowntohimselfandtotheworldasPip,becausehis"infanttongue

couldmakeofbothnamesnothinglongerormoreexplicitthanPip.

Goodthingscomewhenyouleastexpectthem

Heisdestinedfor,andwants,acareerasablacksmithlikehisbrother-in-

law,untilanunexpectedchainofeventsthrustshimintoadifferentsocial

class.Pipgoesthroughmanychangesinhispersonalityasheisinfluenced

byvariouscharacters.Asaninnocentyoungboywhodoesnotmindhis



lowrankinsociety.Ataroundtheageofeight,hemeetsabeautifulbut

proudgirlnamedEstellawhoisofupperClass,Pipfallsinlovewithher

andbecomesveryashamedofhishumblebackgroundandhiscoarse-

seemingrelatives.WhenheisoldenoughheisboundapprenticetoJoe.

Buthelongstobeagentleman,inasocialclassinaccessibletoavillage

blacksmith.HesuffersguiltforhisungratefulfeelingstowardJoe,whoisa

kindfriendtohimthroughouthislife.

When,fouryearsintohisapprenticeship,amysteriousbenefactorenables

himtoescapetheworkingclass,PipmovesLondonateenagertobecome

agentleman.Inhisyouth,hebelievesthathispatronisEstella'sMiss

Havishamwhowantstomakehimasuitablecontenderforherward'shand.

OncehemovestoLondon,thoughhisbenefactorisnotnamed,Pip

persistsin

BelievingthatMissHavishammeanshimtomarryEstella.Heisnotwisein

spendingthemoneyhegetsbeforehecomesofageat21,runningup

debts.HislegalguardianisMr.Jagger’s,alawyer,whopointsoutthe

difficultiesPipcreates,butleavesittoPiptoguidehisownlife.Hedoes

notentirelylosehisgoodcharacter,whichisexpressedmainlyinhis

relationshipwithhisfriendHerbertPocket.

TwoyearsafterPipcomesofagehisbenefactorappearsinperson,andit

isAbelMagwitch,theconvicthemetasaboy.Thisdeflateshishopethat

heismeantforEstellaandatfirstdisgustshim.Heknowsnothingabout

whatsortofcriminalthemanis.Despitehisdisgustanddisappointment,

thesenseofdutythatcompelsPiptohelptheconvictisamarkofhisinner

goodness,justasitwaswhenPipfirstmethimatageseven.AfterAbdl

Magwitch diesandtheCrownconfiscateshisfortune,Pip,aged23

understandsthatgoodclothes,genteelspeechandagenerousallowance

donotmakeoneagentleman.Atonepointhewasonthevergeofbeing

senttodebtor’sprisonbutthelaw grantedhim areprievedueto

succumbingtoanillness.JoelearnsofthisandcomestoLondontolook

afterPipuntilPipisabletowalkonhisown.Whilerecuperating,hefindsa

receiptstatingthathisoutstandingdebtwasamortizedbyJoeandBiddy.

AfewdaysafterJoeleaves,PipgoeshometofindthatBiddyhasmarried

Joethatveryday(Pip'ssisterhavingdiedfrom beinghurtinaburglary,

thensuccumbingtoherinjuriesyearslater).Withoutincomeortrainingfor



anyprofession,heisatlooseends.HerbertPocketsuggestsPipjointhe

firm whereheworks,inanofficeinCairo.Pipstartsasaclerk.Herbert

marrieshisfianceeClaraPocket,andPipliveswiththem.Thereisironyin

this,asPipusedhisgiftatage21of500poundstoengageHerbertwith

thenewfirm,despitethefacthewasbeingdoggedbycreditors.Working

foramerchantnamedClarriker,Pipfinallylearnsdisciplineandfinancial

responsibility,andisnowmorecareful.

Elevenyearslater,PipreturnstoEnglandtoseeJoe,Biddyandtheir

children,adaughterandasonnamedafterhim,ora"littlePip".Hewalksto

thelandwhereSati’sHouseoncestoodandmeetsEstellathere.Bothhave

changedmuchfromtheirexperienceoflife.Aftertheyreconcile,theyhold

hands,andPipseesnoshadowtopartthemagain

Theme

Acentralthemehereisofpeoplelivingassocialoutcasts.Thenovel

openingsettingemphasizesthis:theorphanedPiplivesinanisolated

foggyenvironmentnexttoagraveyard,dangerousswamps,Prisonship

Furthermore,"IwasalwaystreatedasifIhadinsistedonbeingbornin

oppositiontothedictatesofreason,religionandmorality".

WhenthemoneysecretlyprovidedbyMagwitchenablesPiptoenter

London society,two new related themes,wealth and gentility,are

introduced.


